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vehicles as we could obtain. I performed the last twelve
leagues on a post-horse, which cost twice as much as in
France. In this manner we arrived in Madrid on Friday, the
21st, at eleven o'clock at night.

We found at the entrance of the town (which has neither
gates nor walls, neither barriers nor faubourgs,) people on guard,,
who asked us who we were, and whence we came. They had
been placed there expressly so as to know the moment of my
arrival. As I was much fatigued by travelling incessantly
from Burgos without stopping, I replied that we were the
people of the Ambassador of France, who would arrive the
next day.

I learnt afterwards, that the minister had calculated that I
could not reach Madrid before the 22nd.
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